Brief Profile

Shri K. J. Joy

K. J. Joy is primarily an activist-researcher and has actively participated in people's movements for
equitable water distribution, resource literacy and people's science and developing people's alternatives
for drought proofing, etc. He has a special interest in people's institutions for land and water management

both at the grassroots and policy levels in India.

He has co-authored the following books:

1. Sustainable Technology : Making Sardar Project Viable (Centre for Environment Education,
Ahmedabad, 1995)

2. Banking on Biomass : A New Strategy for Sustainable Prosperity Based on Renewable Energy and
Dispersed Industrialisation (Centre for Environment Education, Ahmedabad, 1997)

3. Watershed Based Development : A Source Book (Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samithi, New Delhi, 1998)

Presently he is the Secretary of the Society for Promoting Participative Ecosystem Management
(SOPPECOM) - a voluntary, non-profit organization active in the area of participatory irrigation
management and watershed development in India for the last 10-12 years. SOPPECOM aims at helping
the rural population dependent on land, water and biomass resources for its livelihood, to manage these
ecosystem resources themselves and manage them equitably and sustainably by undertaking action
research, implementing pilot projects, providing training and capability building, and support to
grassroots initiatives. SOPPECOM pioneered the formation of Water Users' Associations (WUAs) by
helping organise and stabilise the WUA in Minor 7 of Mula Project in Western Maharashtra. SOPPECOM
provided support in organizing three WUAs in Ozar, Maharashtra; an exemplary case in the conjunctive
management of groundwater and surface water. SOPPECOM was appointed by the government of India

to prepare a Manual for Participative Irrigation Management.



