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Founded in 1948, IUCN is the worldôs largest global 

environmental organization.

ÅA unique democratic Union with more than 1,200 

State and NGO Member organizations in 160 

countries.

ÅThe leading provider of the latest knowledge about 

biodiversity, with more than 12,000 experts and 

scientists.

ÅThe only environmental organisation with official 

Observer Status at the United Nations General 

Assembly.

About IUCN
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Coastal Development in India
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IUCN Dhamra Port Partnership

Promoting Corporate Environment Responsibility
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About Dhamra Port 

ÅDhamraPort, one of Indiaôs 

largest deep sea ports, is being 

developed by the Dhamra Port 

Company Ltd. (Tata Steel and 

Larson & Toubro Ltd)

ÅLocated in Orissa at mouth of 

river Dhamra, about 15 km north 

of Gahirmatha, a mass nesting 

site of Olive Ridley turtles.

ÅEnvironmental groups hold that 

the port will severely endanger the 

existence of the Olive Ridleys. 
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Environment clearance

Wildlife Protection Act 

ïSchedule I

IUCN Red List -

Endangered (In 2006)

Vulnerable (since 2008)

Nationally Protected

Globally Protected

Conservationists
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Issues & Conflicts 

ÅGreenpeace ran extensive campaigns 

against the project.

ÅSome of IUCN members were also 

against the project.

ÅTATAs approached to many 

environmental organizations of India 

but they refused to work.

TATAs approached IUCN for 

advice on the project.
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CONSULTATION WITH MEMBERS

ÅIUCNôs engagement with the 

project was discussed with 

the IUCN India National 

Committee. 

ÅWhile the issue was complex 

the majority of Members felt 

that development was  

inevitable. 

ÅTherefore they supported

mitigation efforts backed by 

sound science that IUCN 

brings.
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SECRETARIAT, MEMBERS, COMISSIONS AND 

PARTNERS

ÅIUCN Secretariat engaged 

Members and Commissions to 

make strategic contributions 

relevant to their expertise.

ï Technical support from IUCN 

Species Survival Commission 

Marine Turtles Specialist 

Group (MTSG)

ï Research by Wildlife Institute 

of India and  MS Swaminathan 

Research foundation  

(Member)

ï Technical consultative 

workshop: Members, 

Commissions, partners and 

local stakeholders 



10

Scoping mission

ÅMobilized expertise within IUCN 

SSC.

ÅDr. Nick Pilcher, Co-Chair. Marine 

Turtle Specialist Group, SSC 

joined the team.

ÅThe mission identified:

ï impacts from dredging 

ï impacts of artificial lighting on 

turtle hatchlings; 

ï impacts from secondary 

industrial and urban expansion


