
11th International Training Programme on 

ñIntroduction to Environmental Auditingò conducted in two batches from 11th to 15th 

March 2024 and 18th to 22nd March 2024 

 

International Centre for Environment Audit & Sustainable Development (iCED), as the Global 

Training Facility (GTF) of INTOSAI Working Group on Environmental Auditing (WGEA) 

organised 11th International Training Programme on ñIntroduction to Environmental Auditingò 

in two batches to facilitate participation from SAIs in different time zones from 11th to 15th 

March 2024(Batch-I) and 18th to 22nd March 2024(Batch-II)  through virtual mode. A total 

number of 93 participants (63 in Batch- I & 30 in Batch-II) represented 28 SAIs in the training 

programme.  

 

During the inaugural sessions Director (Training & Research), iCED in his welcome address 

greeted Ms. Sayantani Jafa, Additional Deputy Comptroller and Auditor General & Director 

General, iCED, participants, and the honourable guest speaker Dr. Vivi Niemenmaa, Secretary 

General, INTOSAI WGEA.  

Ms. Jafa madam in her inaugural addresses highlighted that the environmental issues know no 

borders and affect beyond borders, environmental audits are essential not just within nations, 

but globally and beyond, therefore it is imperative for the audit community to diligently uphold 

environmental auditing principles worldwide. She reiterated the importance of international 

cooperation and expertise in ensuring that auditing practices meet regulatory standards. 

Ms. Sayantani Jafa, ADAI & DG, iCED addressing the participants during Inauguration  



 She further apprised the participants about the establishment of a Centre of Excellence on Blue 

Economy at iCED under the guidance of the Hon'ble C&AG of India, Shri Girish Chandra 

Murmu for augmenting and disseminating SAI Indiaôs efforts towards capacity development 

in the field of audit of Blue Economy in addition to its existing endeavours for environmental 

auditing and sustainable development as the Global Training Facility for the INTOSAI WGEA, 

WGEI etc. Moreover, iCED, Jaipur on behalf of SAI India entrusted with the role of technical 

focal point for the research projects the ñClimate Scannerò, and ñEnvironmental Accountingò, 

under the ñClimate and Biodiversity Hubò and ñGreen Economy Hubò, respectively of the 

INTOSAI WGEA Work Plan 2023-2025. 

The inaugural addresses were concluded by expressing gratitude to the Chair of INTOSAI 

Working Group on Environmental Auditing, Auditor General of the National Audit Office 

Finland Mr. Sami Yläoutinen and his team, for extending their support in organising this 

training programme by welcoming all the participants and guest faculties. 



During the training programme, experts from European Court of Auditors (ECA), SAI USA, 

SAI Brazil, SAI Finland, SAI India and other renowned Institutions and think tanks such as 

Observer Research Foundation (ORF), The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), National 

Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) Hyderabad etc. shared their perspectives with relevant case 

studies to elaborate the various aspects of Environmental Auditing. The session-wise details 

are given below: 

S. No Resource Person Session Date 

1.  Dr Vivi Niemenmaa, 

SAI, Finland  

Basics of Environmental Auditing and 

Evolution of Environmental Auditing, 

INTOSAI WGEA 

11.03.2024 

(Batch-I) &  

18.03.2024 

(Batch- II)  

2.  Mr Souvik Bhattacharjya 

Associate Director, 

Resource Efficiency & 

Governance Division, 

TERI, New Delhi 

Environmental Governance and its 

importance in Environmental Social 

Governance (ESG) Framework 

11.03.2024 

(Batch-I) &  

19.03.2024 

(Batch-II)  

3.  Dr. Akhilesh Mishra, 

Scientist, Department of 

Science & Technology, 

Government of India 

Overview and Impact of Climate Change, 

Mitigation and Adaptation Efforts 

12.03.2024 

(Batch-I) 

4.  Dr. Kathiresan 

Kandasamy, Former 

Dean and Director, 

Faculty of Marine 

Sciences, Annamalai 

University 

Climate Change and Marine Biodiversity 

with special focus on Mangroves 

12.03.2024 

(Batch-I) 

& 

18.03.2024 

(Batch-II ) 

5.  Dr. Nanda Dulal Das, SAI 

India 

Auditing Waste Issues with Special 

Reference to Plastic Waste 

13.03.2024 

(Batch-I) 

6.  Mr. Milan Smid and Ms. 

Marika Meisenzahl, 

Directorate ï Sustainable 

use of Natural Resources, 

European Court of 

Auditors (ECA) 

Designing Audit of Climate Change and 

Cooperation in Climate Change related 

Audits 

13.03.2024 

(Batch-I) &  

20.03.2024 

(Batch-II)  

7.  Mr. Mehul Grover, SAI 

India 

Global Water Challenges and Audit of 

Water related Issues 

14.03.2024 

(Batch-I) &  

21.03.2024 

(Batch- II)  

8.  Dr. Sanjay Sood (IFS-

1993), Addl. PCCF(Res. 

& Trg.), Himachal 

Pradesh Forest Academy 

Biodiversity Governance: Global 

Overview and Auditing Biodiversity 

14.03.2024 

(Batch-I) 



9.  Dr. Nilanjan Ghosh, 

Director, Centre for New 

Economic Diplomacy & 

ORF Kolkata Centre 

Green Finance: Public and Private 

Financing 

15.03.2024 

(Batch-I) 

10.  Shri G. Rajashekar, 

Group Director, Forestry 

& Ecology, RSAA 

National Remote Sensing 

Centre (NRSC) 

Hyderabad 

Use of Remote Sensing and GIS in 

Environmental Auditing 

15.03.2024 

(Batch-I) 

11.  Ms. Zoe Need, Mr. Joe 

Thompson , Ms. Adriane 

Kline, Government 

Accountability 

Office(GAO), USA 

Audit of Climate Change Mitigation and 

Adaptation Efforts: Experience Sharing 

19.03.2024 

(Batch-II)  

12.  Mr. Pravinjith K.P, 

Managing Director, 

Paradigm Environmental 

Strategies (P) Ltd. 

Bangalore 

Auditing Waste Issues with Special 

Reference to Plastic Waste 

20.03.2024 

(Batch-II)  

13.  Ms. Paula Hebling Dutra, 

Specialist, SAI Brazil 

Biodiversity Governance: Global 

Overview and Auditing Biodiversity 

21.03.2024 

(Batch-II)  

14.  Ms. Mannat Jaspal, 

Associate Fellow, ORF 

India 

Green Finance : Public and Private 

Financing 

22.03.2024 

(Batch-II)  

15.  Shri Rajiv Kumar, Group 

Head, Soil Resources & 

LUMG, National Remote 

Sensing Centre (NRSC) 

Hyderabad 

Use of Remote Sensing and GIS in 

Environmental Auditing 

22.03.2024 

(Batch-II)  

 

Dr. Vivi Niemenmaa, SAI, Finland during her talk laid 

focus on importance of environment, climate change, 

environmental governance, and evolution of 

environmental auditing. She discussed about the extreme 

weather events, and their impact upon biodiversity, 

ecosystem and recent trends in environmental governance 

and auditing. During the sessions, initiatives undertaken 

by the INTOSAI WGEA Secretariat related to climate 

change, biodiversity, and the green economy, as well as recent developments in environmental 

governance and auditing were also highlighted. 

Dr. Vivi Niemenmaa 



Mr.  Souvik Bhattacharjya, Associate Director, TERI 

provided insights into the evolving environmental 

landscape, carbon management, intersection of 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 

Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) 

considerations, factors influencing sustainability within 

organizational strategies, and the role of International 

Standards Organizations, particularly the IS 14000 

Series, in environmental management and carbon management practices during the session on 

ñEnvironmental Governance and its importance in Environmental Social Governance (ESG) 

Frameworkò.  

Dr. Akhilesh Mishra , Scientist, Department of Science & 

Technology, Government of India during his session 

session on ñOverview and Impact of Climate Change, 

Mitigation and Adaptation Effortsò described various 

models utilized for weather and climate prediction, recent 

trends in climate change, and global projections from 

Earth System Models (ESMs). Additionally, the various 

signals indicating climate change impacts across multiple domains, including health, 

environment, and the economy were also elaborated. The effects of climate change on coastal 

regions and associated challenges were also highlighted during session and some specific 

recommendations regarding mitigation and adaptation efforts crucial for effectively addressing 

the climate change were suggested. 

Dr. Kathiresan Kandasamy, Former Dean and Director, 

Annamalai University presented on "Climate Change and 

Marine Biodiversity with a Special Focus on Mangroves" 

explained the critical role of mangroves in ecological 

balance, shoreline stabilization, erosion prevention, and 

coastal protection against natural disasters such as storms 

and tsunamis. A significant role that auditors can play in 

combating climate change, particularly in areas such as 

biodiversity conservation was highlighted. The need for concerted efforts towards safeguarding 

the ecosystems, associated ecological services and a climate resilient and prosperous future for 

ecosystems and society as a whole, was emphasised during the session.  

Mr.  Souvik Bhattacharjya 

Dr. Akhilesh Mishra  

Dr. Kathiresan Kandasamy 


